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The Passion of Raising Leaders in an Apostolic Environment

Session Two

The Nature of Spiritual Sons

Introduction

· What a joy to be discovered by a Paul!
· I have had the privilege of being ‘fathered’ by four men.
· Each was very different from the other and God seemed to place them around me at just the right time and equip me at just the right moment.
· I believe it is important to have ‘fathers’ as no one person has everything we need and it also is a safety factor against abuse.
· Even though I have grown in maturity, and have become a father to many spiritual sons, I still love to know that I have a father figure in my life.
· There are so many ‘spiritual orphans’ out there!  They go from one relationship to another – always looking for something new, the latest experience or outbreak of God.
· Spiritual sons go the distance!
How does one become a son?

· Sons are discovered!  It is revelation!

· Let us look at Paul & Timothy – Paul says of him;

Phillipians 2 21-23 

“I have no-one else like him’ or “no-one else of kindred spirit”

· It literaly means – ‘of the same soul” or ‘equal soul”

· I trust ‘revelation’ to link me with a son.

· T- Pete West in Zimbabwe

· There is a ‘soul connection’.

· I felt that with Simon Pettit – I moved away shortly after he arrived.  When he got involved in my sphere, there was a heart connection.  I found that I just wanted to please him, fulfil his vision.

THE NATURE OF A TRUE SPIRITUAL SON/DAUGHTER

I have had the privilege of being fathered by four men in my last18 years of going for God.

· I was discovered by Jeff Kidwell.

· I was deeply influenced by Ray Lowe.

· I was formed and developed by Simon Pettit.

· Now, I look to Dave Devenish and Terry Virgo to further influence my growth.

· Everyone needs a father.

· God does not want spiritual orphans.  He has established his body that this should never happen!

· You are never too old or two young to be fathered!

1. Sons & fathers are like-minded

· Paul said in Philippians that, “ I have no one else like him”.
· It literally means, equal soul.
· A son who walks in humble submission does not have to think about what he should do, it is already in his heart.
· I have found this is such a bridge in a cross-cultural relationship
· In other words, it is not about performance but about accomplishment of a common goal
· There are common genes that make them buzz!
2. He is fully fulfilled in serving his father

· Spiritual orphans hop from one relationship to another looking for what ever they can get

· Sons are fulfilled in the father relationship that God has established

· There is no competition

· A father always wants his son to do better, go further

· You will find that the words that are used in such a relationship are ‘we’, ‘us’ and ‘ours’.

· There is such a common ownership – family business

3. There is deep togetherness

· Now I can use a mother daughter reference!

· Ruth said to her mother-in-law; “wherever you go, I will go”

· A true son/daughter is not a ‘fair-weather friend”

· We are in it for the long haul!!

· We are going to finish together!

4. You prove your sonship

· Remember what I said about action?

· This is where it all happens

· Sometimes, because it is a true relationship, a father can be exposed

· Noah – his sons

· A true son always covers his fathers shame/mistakes

· Paul said of Timothy – “but you know of his proven worth”

5. He is content with being his father’s representative

· When Terry visits us one day, he won’t have to ask if he can bring any suggestions etc – I would immediately invite it!

· Why, because I see what we are doing here as his.

· It is a very healthy and submissive place to be

· Paul wrote to the Colossians as his children – he had never been there or met them.

· A son is a satisfied ambassador

6. A son is an action man

· In other words, he doesn’t have his father running after him all the time

· Remember it is not a smothering relationship

· He presses in to gain all the wisdom and good gifts his father has

7.  A son adjusts how he follows, not how his father leads

· There are wonderful promises for us when we are faithful with a little

· Every son becomes a father at some time 

· I believe God tests our faithfulness as sons

· Jesus was such a model of this when he only did what he saw his father doing “whatever the father does, these things the son does in like manner”. Jhn 5 19

Conclusion
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